
 

 

St. Charles Borromeo Parish 

Faith Formation Office 

January 29, 2020 

Dear Confirmation Sponsor,  

I would like to congratulate you on being chosen to play a very special role in the life of the person who has asked 

you to be their sponsor!  My name is Mary Kravchuk. Together with Tammy Campeotto, I direct the Faith 

Formation Office at St. Charles Borromeo Parish where your Confirmation candidate is preparing to receive the 

sacrament of Confirmation.   Celeste Donner is the Holy Family religion teacher who has also been preparing her 

students for this special day in their lives!  

 This candidate obviously sees something special in you that they respect, admire, and want to emulate.  You have 

been chosen as the adult role model they want  as a guide in their lifelong journey of faith.  You probably feel 

flattered that you were asked!   But maybe you also feel a little unsure of just what being a good sponsor entails.   

You may wonder if you “have what it takes” to help them progress in their religious growth!  It is helpful to 

remember that God has always chosen ordinary people to do extraordinary things.  If you give all you have, you 

will find yourself growing in the process. 

A lot goes into Confirmation preparation.  We all know that this is true of anything important in life.  We make the 

time to prepare well!   We want to share with you some of the things that your candidate is doing to prepare 

him/herself to be sealed with the Holy Spirit:     

 Your candidate has been attending daily, weekly or Sunday classes with peers 

 Your candidate has been putting his/her  faith in action by working to complete 18 hours of service in our 

church or community.  Jesus teaches us to love our neighbor as ourselves  which mean serving others.   

 Candidates have chosen a Confirmation name and will be presenting this saint to their classmates  

 Candidates will be writing a letter to our pastor, Fr. Josh Miller to express their desire to be Confirmed. 

 Candidates are asked to complete and hand in a Mass reflection sheet once a month. 

 Each candidate will be interviewed by our pastor or teacher in April. 

 Candidates have already attended a Confirmation retreat last November 

 YOU are invited to attend a mini-retreat with him/her on April 19th (following Confirmation practice) 

Our Student/Sponsor Mini-Retreat will be on Sunday, April  19 from 3:30-6pm. This time is designed  to provide 

you and your special teen a chance to share on a faith level in person.   (In the case of Sponsors who do not live in 

the area, the student’s parent can attend for you.)   

What does it take to be a good Confirmation sponsor?   

First of all, it takes a willingness to do what you can to help them become  the person God wants them to be!   

Second, it takes your own effort to intentionally walk with daily the Lord, so that you can help your candidate 

along this same path of living faith.  You have in some measure already demonstrated much of this or you 



 

 

wouldn’t have been asked to be a sponsor!  However, we know that giving God your best is never easy; we all 

must choose to live and work at it each day, just as we do with any other meaningful relationship.   

We suggest that you meet, call, or Skype/Facetime your candidate a few times over the next two months to have 

some little “faith talks”.  Please share that you are praying for him/her every day as they prepare for Confirmation.  

Being a role model for everyday prayer is one of the most important ways you can engage with your special  

candidate.   The following questions might be helpful in guiding your conversations. 

1. How is your Confirmation preparation going?  (Some of the candidates can use a little motivation to 

complete  their requirements!  You might want to ask them about their service projects, group bible study 

or saint presentation.) 

2. How is your prayer life going?   What insights or answers to prayer have you received lately? 

3. You may also ask if there is anything in particular he/she would like you to pray for this week.  Remember 

that God always answers prayers, although not always in the way we expect! 

Here are the important dates to mark in your calendar. 

Note that ALL OF THESE EVENTS will be held at Immaculate Conception Church, 134 Arthur St., Elmhurst. 

Confirmation Mass -  Saturday, April 25, 2020 at 2pm at Immaculate Conception Church, Elmhurst  

The Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Rassas, who is a retired bishop from the Archdiocese of Chicago. (For those 

of you who are not from our area, our Bishop Daniel Conlon recently took a medical leave of absence.)  Please 

plan to arrive at least 30 minutes before Mass to line-up.  You will be processing into church and sitting with your 

candidate, accompanying them as they approach for the sacred anointing.    

 Please dress respectfully for this special occasion. Men are asked to wear dress pants, shirts and ties. Suit jackets 

are optional. Women are asked to wear dress pants or skirts/dresses. Skirt length and necklines should be 

appropriate for church.   

Confirmation Rehearsal – Sunday, April 19 at 2pm – 3:30 at Immaculate Conception Church, Elmhurst  

Sponsors (or parent stand-in only if necessary) are asked to attend a rehearsal with their candidate.   

Student/Sponsor Mini-Retreat – Sunday, April 19 from 3:30-6pm includes Mass                       
at Immaculate Conception Church, Elmhurst  

We look forward to meeting all of you and we encourage you to join us in praying for all of our students.  

Attached to this email is a copy of a Prayer to the Holy Spirit that we ask you to pray for your special student.        

God bless! 

Mary Kravchuk, Director of Faith Formation Tammy Campeotto, Assistant to the Director 

 (630) 766-8822 -- reoffice@stcbparish.org                   Celeste Donner, Holy Family Religion Teacher 

mailto:reoffice@stcbparish.org

